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TAGS: PFOR, US, RH (FORD, PRESIDENT GERALD) 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT 'S COMMENTS ON RHODESIA 

1 . PRESIDENT FORD DISCUSSED RHODESIAN QUESTION IN INTER- 
VIEW PUBLISHED MARCH 13 IN CHICAGO SUN-TIMES. WHITE 
HOUSE TRANSCRIPT NOT AVAILABLE TODAY, BUT FOLLOWING ARE 
RELEVANT EXCERPTS FROM CHICAGO SUN-TIMES: (BEGIN TEXT): 

2. SUN-TIMES: CAN YOU GIVE US ANY INKLING OF WHAT U.S. 
REACTION MIGHT BE IF SOVIET AND CUBAN PUSH CONTINUES IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA? 

3. PRESIDENT FORD: UNITED STATES, UNDER THIS ADMINIS- 
TRATION, IS TOTALLY DEDICATED TO SEEING TO IT THAT MAJORITY 
BECOMES RULING POWER IN RHODESIA. THERE ARE ABOUT 
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I UNDERSTAND IT. OBVIOUSLY, IF WE BELIEVE IN THE RIGHT 
OF MAJORITY TO RULE IN THAT SITUATION THERE HAS TO BE A 
CHANGE IN THE POWER AS FAR AS GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED. 
WHETHER IT CAN BE DONE IS A QUESTION THAT WE HAVE TO 
FACE. THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS TRIED FOR YEARS TO GET 

(RHODESIAN PRIME MINISTER IAN) SMITH TO MOVE. THE UNITED 
STATES HAS BEEN PUSHING. I THINK THEY JUST HAVE TO MOVE 
AND IF THEY DON’T I CAN'T PROMISE WHERE WE WILL STAND. 

WE HAVE TO BE ON RIGHT SIDE MORALLY AND RIGHT SIDE 
MORALLY IS TO BE FOR MAJORITY RULE. 

4. NOW IF SOVIET UNION OR CUBA OR TWO TOGETHER PUT 
THEIR OWN POWER IN THAT’S A SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT SITUATION. 
HOW WE WOULD MEET THAT PROBLEM I CAN'T GIVE YOU A PAT 
ANSWER. IT'S ONE THING TO HAVE RHODESIAN BLACKS TAKE 
REINS OF GOVERNMENT; IT'S ANOTHER THING TO HAVE SOVIET 
UNION AND (CUBAN PRIME MINISTER FIDEL) CASTRO MOVE IN 
AND TAKE REINS IN RHODESIA. I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT 

OUR APPROACHES, WHATEVER THEY MIGHT BE, ARE BEING PUT 
TOGETHER CAREFULLY AT THIS TIME. (END CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 
EXCERPTS) 

5. SUN-TIMES INTERVIEW PICKED UP BY REUTER. KISSINGER 
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